yBRARY 


Public  Health  Office 
32,  South  Sxreet, 
Bridportr 

October,  1947* 


AHNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  IfEDIGAL  Op-'^ICER  OR  HEALTH 
TO  THE  BEAMINSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  FOR 
THE  YEAR  19A6,  INCLUDING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE 
PERIOD  1938  - 19A6, 


I 


PUBLIC  Jg]ALTH  STAFF. 


Msclic'..-..-  Officer  of  Health  ,,, 

Ranit <’VLy  Inspector  and  Surveyor,,, 
AssistrU't  Sanitary  Inspector 

(iptr  July  onwards)  ...  ,i.. 

Vetei  •_  - ■•.ry  Surgeon  (Part-time) , , , . 
ClerF  ':C'  the  Medical  Officer  .... 


Adam  Armit,  M.B, ,Ch,B. , D,  P.H 
C.G. Bundle,  A.R.S.I,,  M.S.I.A 

David  L, Davis,  Cert.R. S.I, 

K. I, Marshall,  aUR.C.L.S. 

Miss  E, Hans  ford. 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  in  acres 


58,693 


Registrar  General's  estimate  of  Population  ...  7? 682 

No, of  inhabited  houses (according  to  the  Rate  Boohs) 

...  as . at  end  of  1946  , . , ...  , , . . . 2, 527 

Rateable  Value , , . . , . , , . . . . fl37?  85I 

Sum  I resented  by  a Penny  Rate  ,,,  £l60. 


EXTRACT'S  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  resident 
population  - l6,5. 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
resident  population  - 0. 7 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  vear  of  age, 

M"  F* 

Total  3 3 

Legitimate  3 3 Death  Rate  all  Infants  per 

Illegitimate  — ~ . 1,000  notified  births  - 47»3» 

Deaths  from  Pueroeral  Causes  ...  1 

Meternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1^00  Live  and  Still  Births  7»6, 
Deaths  at  all  ages  and  from  all  Causes, 


J-ii 2SL  Rirths . 
3.11  bij-rhs 
Legitimate 
II  legit  ima.te 

Total  Births 


M- 

59 

57 

2 


127. 


Still  Births  M 

. All  Brill  Births  3 

legitimate  2 

Illegitimate  1 


F. 

^8 

63 

5 


F 

2 

2 


Total  Birthsf^I'i'^^  5 


Deaths 


MI 

53  .43  Death  rate  per  1 , OCO estimated 

rcsidont  population  ...  12.5, 

.96. 
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4. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Water  Supply, 

Only  one  piped  supply,  namely,  in  Beaminster 
Parish,  is  owned  by  the  Council,  This  gives  a yield  of 
approximately  100,000  gallons  per  day,  is  continuously 
chlorinated  and  servos  a population  of  1,700.  Thirty 
samples  were  taken  for  analyses,  28  v/ere  satisfactory  and  2 ^ 
suspicious.  There  are  piped  supplies  in  the  villages 
of  Cheddington,  Corscombe,  Evershot , _ Melbury  Osmond,  Halstock, 
South  Perrott  and  Thorncorabe,  all  privately  owned.  The 
remaining  villages  depend  upon  wells.  Very  little  progress 
ha.s  been  made  in  the  proposed  scheme  to  supply  the  major 
part  of  West  Dorset,  as  put  forward  two  years  ago  by  Messrs. 
Lemon  and  Blizzard,  Chartered  Civil  Engineers  and  Surveyors, 
Gagings  and  sampling  of  the  proposed  source  in  the  Beaminster 
area  have  been  carried  out  and  proved  satisfactory,  Nevif 
housing  is  dependent  on  a satisfactory  v/ater  supply,  and 
in  this  rural  area  before  new  houses  can  be  built,  water 
has  to  be  proved  on  each  site,  and  the  expense  of  sinking 
wells  or  bore  holes  and  installing  pumping  equipment  adds 
to  the  expense  of  the  Housing  Programme,  A good  water 
supply  is  also  vitally  essential  to  the  main  industry  of 
this  area,  namely,  Milk  Production.  Altogether,  including 
the  thirty  samples  from  the  Beaminster  Supply,  83  samples 
from  various  sources  in  the  area  were  taken. 


SEWERAGE. 

Apart  from  a few  Septic  Tanks,  the  rivers  and  streams 
act  as  the  sewers  of  the  District,  with  the  result  that 
all  these  water  courses  are  grossly  polluted.  This  is 
especially  so  at  Beaminster,  where  the  River  Brit  is  very 
foul,  Messrs, Lemon  and  Blizzard,  at  the  request  of  the 
Council  were  asked  to  proceed  with  the  preparation  of  a 
detailed  scheme  embracing  the  parishes  of  Beaminster, 
Netherbury,  Stoke  Abbott,  Broadv/indsor , Corscombe,  Halstock, 
Hooke,  Powerstock  and  Thorncombe. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

All  household  refuse  and  salvage  is  collected  weekly 
from  Beaminster  Parish,  In  the  remaining  parishes,  indes- 
tructible household  refuse  and  salvage  is  collected  monthly, 
the  work  being  carried  out  with  a lorry  owned  by  the  Council, 
who  employ  two  men  for  the  purpose.  The  refuse  is  tipped 
on  the  Council's  duirp  about  a mile  north  of  Beaminster  tOTO, 
This  dump  is  kept  in  a satisfactory  condition, 

RODENT  CONTROL, 

The  County  Council  still  act  as  agents  for  the  District 
Council  for  the  area  over  vrhich  the  District  Council  is 
responsible. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 
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SANITARY  INSPEOTI ONS 


NOo  of  Inspections 

NOc  of  Informal  Notices.!.. 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices... 

Allocation  of  Inspections. 


2783  : ■ . ■ 

113  No.  complied  Y/ith. , . 102, 
2 No.  complied  with  . . 1 


Shops 

Factories, 

Foodstuffs. 

Drains 

Housing. 

Milk  and  Dairies... 
Infectious  Diseases 


, 3 Refuse  and  salvage, 62 

. 2 Nuisances  - Oeneral  ...... 21 

. 21  Building  Byelaws, and 

.135  Civil  Buildings  Control, 605 

1600  Petrol  Storage. c c o , . 2 

41  ..Water  Supplies 270 

19  Knackers  Yards  2 

Total. .2783. 


Petroleum.  Spirit  and  Carbide. 

Two  inspections  were  made  of  the  premises  storing  the 
above  and  these  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Eradication  of  Vermin. 


One  house  was  treated  for  fleas. 
SCHOOL  PRElilSES. 


These  have  been  inspected  regularly.  Most  of  the 
buildings  are  100  years  old  and  are  out  of  date.  There  is 
no  drying  accommodation  for  the  childrens  * wet  overclothes. 
The  Sanitary  accommodation  .in  the  majority  consists  of 
buckets,  the  water. supply  in  twelve  of  the  twenty  schools 
comes  from  wells, and  the  playgrounds  are,  as  a rule,  small 
and  badly  surfaced.  Melbury  Osmond  school  was  closed  during 
two  weeks  in  Ogtober  because  of  Scarlet  Fever, 

Milk  Supply. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 


No^of  person  on  Register  ....  469  No, of  Dairy  Farms, etc. 

on  Register.,,...,,  488 
No, of  Dairy  Farms  inspected,,  35  No, of  Inspections,..,.,  40 
No, of  Notices  served, . 3 No, complied  with. 2 

No, of  Milk  Shops  inspected,,,  1 No,  of  Inspections 1 

No.  of  Notices  served, , ^ Nil,  No. complied  with Nil. 


Five  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  analyses.  As  has 
been  previously  stated  Milk  Prod'.-'.ction,  which  is  the  chief 
industry  in  this  area,  depends  upon  a satis fe.ctory  and  whole- 
some water  supply,  and  until  this  can  be  obtained,  the  industry 
cannot  reach  its  maxim-um  output;  hence  the  need  for  the  speedy 
bringing  into  force  of  the  proposed  comprehensive  v/ater  supply 
to  West  Dorset. 


f 


( 


%> 


6. 


Meat  Inspection. 

All  the  slaughtering  for  West  Dorset  takes  place  at  a 
Slaughter  House  in  the  Bridport  Rural  District,  where  a 
Veterinaxy^ Surgeon,  appointedby  the  four  Councils  concerned, 
is  responsible  for  the  inspection  of  carcasses  on  every  day 
that  slaughtering  takes  place. 


Condemnation  of  Food. 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned  as  being  unfit 
for  human. consumption:— 


Cheese 
Erann, 
Flour, 
FeaSo , 


.14  lbs, 
.81  lbs, 
123  lbs. 
4 cwt. 


Beans , . 3 cwt  s , 

Sweets. . , , , c . a o , , , . . o 5 lbs,. 

Vari ous  Canned 

Goods. . , . . , c . . 71  tins. 


HOUSING. 


No, 

No. 

No, 


No. 


of  dwelling  houses  inspected. .I516,  No. of  inspections. 16OO 

unfit  for  human  habitation. 203. 

of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices  were 
served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  under  the 

Public  Health  Acts Informal.....  54 

Formal 1 

of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied,  after 

service  of  Notices  a)  By  Owners 53 

b)  By  L.A.in  default  of 

the  Owners. ....... . Nil. 


Housing  Act,  1936.  Sections  11  and  11. 


No,  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 
_ Orders  were  made . 


Nil. 


NOf  of  d.welling  houses  demolished  in  oursuance  of 
Demolition  Orders.  

Housing  Act.  19^6.  Section’ 12.  

No.  of  Closing  Orders 


Nil. 


Nil. 


Re-Housing. 

No,  of  houses  re-construct ed  into ’ Flats. 

No,  of  families  re-housed 

No.  of  persons  re-housed !.!.!.!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!]] 

No,  of  new  houses  completed;—  a)  By  Local  Authority 

. • ^)  ’ By’.  Other;  Bodies^ ,'. 

No,  Of  families  in  new  houses «,.... 

No.  of  persons  in  new  houses  | ! 

No,  of  new  houses  in  course  of  construction.*  — 

a)  By  Local  Authority, 

_ t))  By  Private  enterprise 

Building  Sites  acquired, 

No,  of  ^ houses  owned  by  Local  Authority!  !!!!!!!.*!!!!!!! 
pproiimate  no,  of  working  class  houses  in  District, . , 


f • • • 

• • • f 

• • • • 

• F • f 

f • • 0 


4 
10 
29 

Nil 

5 

5 

17 

2 

7 

13 

90 

2200 


•to/ic:  Preliminary  Housing  Survey,  which  was  commenced  in 

194bj  was  completed  this  year,  and  a table  on  the  results  of 
the  survey  is  shown. 
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TUBERCULOSIS, 


Age  New  Cases. 

Periodn  Pulmonary,  Non-Pulraonary,  Pulmonary. 
U F~  ' 1 M F 


Deaths. 

N on-Pulm.ona  r y , 

> « ■■  m 1*,  , .If  * 


0-5  ^ ^ ^ 

5-15  - - 1 

15-25  - - _ 

25-55  - 2 - 

35_/5  ^ ^ „ 

45-55  11- 

55-65  - - ^ 

65  &. 

Oyer  _ ^ ^ 


J 1 2 111 


Particulars  of  Deaths  as  fpllows 


Male,  Pulmonary,  '25  yearsi 
FemalOe  Pulmonary, 40  years, 
Male,  Non— Pulmonary, 50  years 


Ex  Array,  Duration  of  Disease  — l6months 
Home  Duties  ” " " — llmonths 

Farm  Labourer  " — 8 months 


1938 

1939 

19  AO 
19PJ. 

194^ 

1943 

19^ 

1945 

1946 


New  Gases  and  Mortality  1938  — 1946, 


New  Cases 

Pulmonary,  NonrPulmonary. 
M F M " ' “'f 

441  2 

12  11 
442- 

131- 
651  1 

541  2 

422  2 

5 4 3 “ 

131  2 


Deaths. 

Pulmonary,  Non-Pulmonary . 
' M I M F 

Til 
2 - , - 

2 1 - 

1 1 - 1 

12- 
1-1 
1 - - 1 

3 “ “ 

111 


Total  Cases  on  Register  at  end 

of  1945  

New  Cases  notified  during  I946 
Cases  from  other  areas  now 

living  in  the  District... 

Deaths  during  I946 

Removals  from  District  into 

other  areas •••• 

Transfer  from  Non-Pulmonary  ' 
Register  to  Pulmonary,.,, 
Total  on  Register  at  end  of’ 

1946  


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

10 

9 

10 

6 

1 

3 

1 

2 



2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

± 

1 
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DIPHTHERIA  IH!/IUjIISATI  O^T,  1946. 

fn  1st  April,  1946  the  Dorset  County  Council  assumed  responsibility  for  securing  the  immunisation  of  children 
under  5 years  of  age.  The  responsibility  for  immunising  School  Children  still  rests  with  Beaminster  R D C 
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